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What Happens When All Can Worship?
By Milt Stoltzfus, Coordinator of
Spiritual Nurture and Community
Life Friendship Community, Lititz
PA.
Several times a month a team
from Friendship Community
travels to churches in south central
Pennsylvania to offer an answer to the
question, “What happens when all can
worship?”
The participants of the Friendship
Community Worship Team are
individuals with developmental
disabilities served in residential
settings operated by Friendship
Community.
The team consists of a choir and a
creative movement team who through
their worship share the message that
all people have the desire as well as
the capacity to offer worship to God.
The response that the team receives
from churches is often overwhelming.
It is not unusual for the congregation
to offer a standing ovation. At most
services, there are tears on the faces
of the congregation as the message of
God’s inclusive nature sinks in.
It is not so much about the pleasing
melodies or the graceful movements
of the team; in fact, those might not

be the best descriptive terms to use
to describe the team. Rather it is
about the spirit of worship and the
joy in being able to publicly offer
praise to God and to be included and
recognized as a vessel of praise.
The team from Friendship cannot
easily travel across the country to
share their message; however, others
with a disability in your church may
be able to share their talent and their
praise that will lead your congregation
into a new understanding of the
presence of God.
What happens when all can
worship? Why not try it?

Zion Welcomes Friendship Community Worship Team to
the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service, May 1, 2016
By Pastor Embley
You are invited to Zion on Sunday, May 1 at 10:30 a.m. for a special worship
service presented by the Friendship Community Worship Team.
The team consists of a choir and a creative movement team. Testamonies
from other churches say that the worship was “joyful,” “inspirational,” and
“delightful.”
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Polka Worship
Service
Sunday, June 5
9:30 a.m.
(One worship Service)
By Pastor Embley
Pastor Glenn Beard and friends
will provide an entire polka service.
In this not-to-be-missed opportunity,
we will have one service followed by
social activities and a German themed
meal.

Good Stewardship
Wounded Warrior
By Pastor Embley
A January 2016 New York Times
article indicated that in 2014 WW
(Wounded Warrior) spent 40% of its
income on overhead. (Semper Fi Fund
in contrast spends 8% of income on
overhead.)
The Executive Director received
$473,000 in compensation in 2014.
The original founder, Marine
veteran, John Melia, resigned in 2009
saying he felt the organization was
“stolen from him.”
WW spent $34 million on
fundraising in 2014.
Charity Watch has never rated WW
higher than “C” rating. There has been
multiple firings of employees who
raised questions.
Please investigate thoroughly
where you send your charitable
donations.

Is Gossip A Sin?
By Pastor Embley
Do you have a problem with
occassionally committing murder?
Do you regularly steal from the store?
Silly questions you say. Well, do you
have a problem with gossip, idle talk,
lying, or spreading rumors?
The Apostle Paul coined the term
“busybody” in 1 Timothy 5:3, “They
get in the habit of being idle and
going from house to house and not
only do they become idlers, but also
gossips and busybodies saying things
they ought not too.”
Leviticus 19:16, “Do not spread
slanderous gossip among the people.”
Psalm 41:6, “They visit me as if they
were my friends but all the while they
gather gossip and when they leave,
they spread it everywhere.”
Proverbs 16:38, “A trouble maker
plants seeds of strife. Gossip separates
the best of friends.”
Romans 1:29, “Their lives are
full of every kind of wickedness, sin,
greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling,
deception, malicious behavior and
gossip.”
So to answer the question at the
top of the page - yes, gossip is a sin.
Our problem is that we take ourselves
too seriously and we don’t take God’s
Word seriously enough. Gossip is a
disease that spreads an infection to
the whole Body of Christ. Paul placed
gossipers in the same category as
murders.

Worship
By Pastor Embley
Notice that Jesus went to the
synagogue as was His custom. As
followers of Jesus, how much more
do we need to be in worship?
Hebrews 10:25, “Some people
have gotten out of the habit of
meeting for worship. But we must
not do that. We should keep on
encouraging one another.”
Did you ever think that by not
going to church you may be setting a
stumbling block before someone else?
By not showing up, your absence
might encourage someone else to be
absent.
Christian parents are the spiritual
leaders of their households. Giving
permission to children to stay home
or by staying home with them will
weaken their faith.
The service you miss is precisely
the service you need! Worship
provides opportunities for learning.
Questions to consider:
1) Who or what comes first in my
life?
2) If an “emergency” arose to keep
me away from worship, would that
“emergency” keep me from other
activities?
3) How well would worship be
attended if people followed my
example?
4) What would I think of a Council
member who attends as much as I do?
5) Did you know that worship is
the closest thing to heaven on earth?

Zion Work Day - Saturday, April 9
8 a.m. to noon
By Bill Matthews
We will be doing yard work, pulling weeds, flower bed edging, and tree
trimming on Saturday, April 9. Please bring the following items: rakes, shovels,
pruners, gloves, wheel barrows, edgers, etc. Mulching will start after the beds
have been edged and free of weeds. Flower planting will start after the mulch is
laid in.
Note: yard work such as weed pulling, edging, tree trimming and other items
can be done at your convenience, however, please avoid days when the church
is being used for events. Any questions concerning the work days or property
needs in general, please contact Bill Matthews at 717-330-2069 or Bm.624@
comcast.net
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Youth Council Rep One Nation Under About Communion
2016
By Pastor Embley
God

By Tayler Moyer
I am Tayler Moyer, 15. I attend
Ephrata Senior High School as a
sophomore. I am the daughter of Todd
and Michelle Moyer and the younger
sibling of Lauren Moyer.
After school, I take part in golf
and basketball. I have been a member
of the Ephrata Golf Team since my
freshman year. With golf, I have had
the opportunity to receive my varsity
letter as a freshman and to advance
on to Leagues both my freshman and
sophomore years. I have been a part
of the Ephrata Basketball program
since 7th grade. This year I was on
the JV/Varsity Teams, which gave me
the opportunity to win the section and
become a section champion.
Also, in my freshman year,
I became a member of German
National Society. This summer, I
will be experiencing the EphrataEberbach Exchange. In the summer of
2015, I traveled to Detroit, Michigan
with 22 of my fellow youth to join
with thousands to serve the Lord. In
Detroit, the youth not only served and
learned more about God, but got to
build relationships. In 2018, a new
group of youth will have the chance to
travel to Houston, Texas to experience
the youth gathering. As the 2016-2017
youth council representative, I hope to
represent the voice of the youth well.

VBS
Coordinator
Needed

See Sue Orth for
more information.

By Alan Ruby
I never tire of reading about the
founding of our great nation. Yet
the outcome of the Constitutional
Convention was never a sure thing.
The delegates were embroiled in bitter
controversy. It was then during one of
these furious debates that Benjamin
Franklin rose and made the following
plea to the delegates:
“In the beginning of the Contest
with Great Britain, when we were
sensible of danger, we had daily
prayer in this room for the Divine
protection.”
Then addressing the entire
convention Franklin continued:
“I have lived, Sir, a long time and
the longer I live the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth - that God
governs in the affairs of men. And if
a sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without His notice, is it probable that
an empire can rise without his aid?
“We have been assured, Sir, in
the Sacred Writings, that ‘except the
Lord build the House, they labor in
vain that build it.’ I firmly belive this;
and I also believe that without His
concurring aid we shall succeed in
this political building no better than
the builders of Babel. We shall be
divided by our partial local interests;
our projects will be confounded, and
we ourselves shall become a reproach
and bye word down to future ages ...
“I therefore beg leave to move - that
henceforth prayers imploring the
assistance of Heaven, and its blessing
on our deliberations, be held in this
Assembly every morning before we
proceed to business, and that one
or more of the clergy of this city be
requested to officiate in that service.”
Would that we and our governing
officials turn to prayer and call
upon the name of the Lord in these
troubling times. We can do no better.
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Communion is one of two
sacraments in the Lutheran Church.
What is a sacrament? A sacrament is
commanded by Christ, is connected
to earthly elements (bread, grapes,
water) and has the promise of
forgiveness.
The Lord’s Supper (Holy
Communion) is for sinners in need
of forgiveness and we should receive
communion any time it is offered.
God invites you by His grace to come
to His table.
Martin Luther wrote that “all who
care to commune come precisely
because they are unfit and unworthy.”
In communion God nourishes
faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be
witnesses to the Gospel.
In communion, the Lord Jesus
Christ is present in the bread and
wine, but the “how” remains a
mystery.
Holy Communion goes under
a variety of names: The Lord’s
Supper, The Last Supper, Eucharist,
Sacrament of the Altar, and Mass.
Zion practices “open” communion
- all people who believe that Jesus is
God’s Son are welcome to come to
the altar rail.

Prayer Meeting
Scheduled For
ODYC
Submitted by the ODYC
The Open Door Youth Center is
looking for those with a heart for
youth to join us in our first monthly
prayer meeting to be held Monday
evening, April 4, 2016 at 6:30 at Open
Door (located at 6 Keystone Court,
Leola).
All are welcome as we seek the
Lord’s direction for this ministry and
for the future of our community. Any
questions, call the center at (717) 5560972 or email admin@odyc.org.

Golden Zioneers
Upcoming Events
By Nadine Gladfelter
The Golden Zioneers (55+) activities for
2016 are listed. These are open to all seniors at
Zion and their friends or relatives. Please try to
join us for some of these activities. We always
have some fun, some food, some service and
lots of fellowship.
Please keep your eyes open for sign-up
sheets for activities as we like to know how
many people to expect.
April 6 at 11 a.m.
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater matinee:
“Menopause, the Musical.”
May 11 at 2 p.m.
Alan Ruby speaking at Zion about John
Adams. Learn more about the life of our 2nd
president and 1st vice-president
June 8 at Noon
Lunch at John Wright’s Restaurant in
Wrightsville. Join us for lunch at a lovely
riverside restaurant. All are welcome.

Crispus
Attucks
Easter
Meal
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Friends Because of You
By Martha Zepp
Over the years our
congregation has generously
supported the students of the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Gettysburg.
It is exciting to announce that
our support combined with that of
other congregations, individuals,
synods, and the ELCA will allow
the Seminary to offer all full-time
ELCA rostered leader candidates
full-tuition scholarships starting
this fall. Your contributions do
make a difference in preparing
students for ministry.
Zion will celebrate Friends
of Gettysburg Seminarians May
1 and May 8. The green special
offering envelope for the month of
May is for Gettysburg Seminary.

“If

we are not planted in Christ,
we’ll be uprooted in crisis.”
~Author unknown
Zion Library News - April 2016

By Nadine Gladfelter and Patty
Jackson, Library Coordinators
The following books have been
added to the library this month. The
books are on display in the shelves
outside of the library.
Children’s Easy Readers:
1. The First Night by B.G. Hennessy
2. Walt Disney’s Pinocchio’s Promise
Adult Fiction:
1. Trading Christmas by Debbie
Macomber
A “feel-good” book with 2 classic
Debbie Macomber stories.
2. Still Alice by Lisa Genova
At once beautiful and terrifying,
Still Alice is a moving and vivid
depiction of life with early-onset
Alzheimer’s disease. It has been a N.Y.
Times best-seller and is well worth
your time to read. Keep your tissues
close at hand!
Biography:
1. A Father First by Dwyane Wade
Wade is the 8-time all-star for the
Miami Heat. His achievements on
the basketball court were incredible
but his most cherished goal is being a
good dad to his kids. In this uplifting
story, you’ll discover a fatherhood
journey that reminds us of the
miraculous power of faith and family.
Family: Marriage:
1. Night Light: A Devotional for
Couples by James and Shirley
Dobson
Whether you are just married or are
celebrating your golden anniversary,
you need regular, quiet time with
your mate - time to renew love and
intimacy between each other and with
the Lord. This book will help you to
do just that.
2. The Marriage You’ve Always
Dreamed Of by Dr. Greg Smalley
This book points marriage toward

health, courage and renewed strength.
Written in a vulnerable but amusing
style, Dr. Smalley shares stories from
his own marriage that may help you
and your spouse renew your marriage
3. Love That Lasts by Gary and Betsy
Ricucci
A magnificent marriage is more
than wishful thinking. It can and
should be the experience of every
husband and wife willing to work
together in following God’s plan for
them as a couple. This book is an ideal
tool for helping you establish a love
that lasts.
Inspirational and Christian Living:
1. Guideposts for the Spirit: Christmas
Stories of Faith
Guideposts is known the world
over for its heartwarming and touching
stories of faith. This book contains
64 stories about the true gifts of
Christmas and answered prayers, reallife angels and inexplicable miracles.
2. Facing Your Giants by Max
Lucado
This book is defined as a “David
and Goliath” story for everyday
people. You know your own Goliath!
He taunts you with bills you can’t pay,
people you can’t please, or habits you
can’t break. But, just like David, you
can face your giant even if you are
not the strongest, smartest, or holiest.
David gives this reminder: Focus on
Giants - You stumble; Focus on GodYour Giants Tumble
3. In the Grip of Grace by Max
Lucado
Can anything separate us from the
love Christ has for us? Can I drift too
far? Wait too long? Sin too much?
The answer is found in one of life’s
sweetest words - GRACE. In this
book, Lucado reminds you that the
God who first made you is strong
enough to sustain you.
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4. Ten Questions to Diagnose Your
Spiritaul Health by Donald A.
Whitney
Are you spiritually healthy or just
spiritually busy? The 10 probing
questions the author poses in this
book will help you look beyond your
spiritual activity to assess the true state
of your spiritual health.
5. Fully Devoted: Living Each Day in
Jesus’ Name by Orthey et al
What does it mean to do everything
in Jesus’ name? Is that an ideal
attainable only by a few “superChristians” - or is it a way of life we
can all experience? This book gets
to the heart of what it means to be a
devoted follower of Jesus Christ. It is
a study of the values and practices of
Christian growth.
6. Grace in the First Person by Lee
Pearson Knapp
To be comfortable with who you
are - as a person, parent, or friend - is
a beautiful gift. As the author tells
stories of ordinary life, you catch
glimpses on your own childhood,
family, and struggles. Her reflections
will inspire you with confidence, hope,
and a new zest for enjoying the here
and now.
Biblical Study:
1. Motherland of the Reformation (On
the Trail of a World Event)
2017 celebrates 500 years of
Reformation. This book comes from
the Saxony (Germany) Tourism Board.
It is an amazing written and pictorial
study of the 500 years of reformation.
Some chapters include: 1) Footprints
of the Reformation, 2) The Women
at Luther’s Side, 3) Effects of the
Reformation on Arts and Music and 4)
Ways to Faith.

Thank You Notes
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous gift,
given through the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, to Lutheran World
Relief ’s Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund!
Your donation ensures that LWR
Quilts and Kits get into the hands of a
person who needs it.
With your help, we have delivererd
Quilts and Kits to Jordan, to people
who have fled the ongoing conflict
in Syria. For refugee families, your
gift means so much. A School Kit can
make a difference between getting an
education or missing out. A Personal
Care Kit helps families provide for basic hygiene needs, freeing up precious
resources. Quilts help families through
cold winter nights.
Thank you for your generosity and
partnership!
Warm regards,
Daniel V. Speckhard
President and CEO, Lutheran
World relief.
Dear Zion,
Thank you for your thoughtful
donation of $453.00 in support of
our mission. With faithful support
of friends like you, we can help more
families build and repair decent, affordable homes in our community.
You involvement in our mission of
building homes, community and hope
is appreciated. Thank you for giving
and making a difference.
Blessings to you and your congregation,
Stacie Reidenbaugh, Executive
Director, Lancaster Area Habitat for
Humanity

Needs of the
CVCCS

Leola Community
Meal

Clothing Needs:

Friday, April 15
Served at 5:55 p.m.
*Held here at Zion
*Hosted by Zion

Boys clothing ALL sizes
Men’s jeans ALL sizes
Underwear and socks

Food Needs:

Downtown Meals
2016 Schedule

Canned fruits
Cereals

*Carpool leaves at 4:30 p.m. from
Zion.
*Please sign up to donate food and
your time.
*Sign-up sheet is located on the
Mission & Service bulletin board.

2
2
2
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5

Patty Jackson
Jeanne Peters
Victoria Potoczny
Parker Graff
Nate Barnhart
Hunter Hastings
Brody Hastings
Bob Neuhauser
Bryan Reed
Kelsey Eisenhauer
Estrella Huyard

5
6
7
8
8
9
10
11
11
11
12
13
14
15
16
16
16

Sara Usner
Joyce Brook
Allison High
Krysta Barnhart
Mark Smoker
Will Knox
John Eby
Alan Ruby
A. J. Wasilewski
Jeff Wasilewski
Josephina Ruiz
Bob Perreault
Rafe Knox
Marchella Caci
Barb Ciardullo
Connor High
Beth Hostetter
6
6
6
7
16
24
25
27
27
29

17 Harold Snader
18 Bob Snader
18 Rosa Troians
20 Emily Heikkinen
20 Jill Schnader
21 Amy Lukawski
24 Evelyn Brown
24 James Lefever
25 Chelsea Fought
26 Kahlan Ciardullo
26 Dori Shetter
27 Carol Chilcoat
27 Jennie Roland
27 Gayle Weidner

Roger & Jen Bixler - 25 years
Danny & Sarah Montague
Craig & Angie Schaum
Rob & Linda Wentz - 32 years
Dave & Betty Eaton - 39 years
James & Janet Lefever - 40 years
Lloyd & Cindy Smucker
Ken & Cindy McCombs - 20 years
David & Christin Orth
Jeff & Jane Hurst - 38 years

Attention Graduates!
Please let the office know if you are graduating
from high school or secondary school. We will
have a graduation blessing on May 22 (date
changed due to conflicts).
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Grace Lutheran Church
(5th Wednesday of the
month)
June 29
August 31
November 30

Kingdom Life Assembly
(3rd Thursday of the odd
months)

225 West Orange St., Lancaster
May 19
July 21
September 15
November 17

Clothing Bank

Work Days for Seniors
April 13 & 27
May 11 & 25

Prayer Requests
Do you have a concern you
want lifted to the Lord in prayer?
Zion’s email prayer partners can be
reached through Russ Bomberger at
ellie17540@gmail.com. If you do not
have email and would like to pray
for concerns, please inform Pastor
Embley.

2016 GENERAL FINANCES
General Fund Income
		Month		 Year-to-date Budget
February
$34,501
$71,006
16.6%

General Fund Expenses
		
February

Month
$34,924

Year-to-date Budget
$66,759
14.0%

His Glory
Adapted by Mary Ann Sundby
God sends rainbows after showers
arching ‘cross the freshened skies.
Every rainbow shows God’s glory.
Every wonder tells his story.
God sends Jesus down from heaven
offering mercy, hope and life.
On the cross he showed God’s glory.
Every blessing tells his story.
God sends me forth into this world
sharing love that offers life.
And I hope to show God’s glory
in the way I tell his story.
~Mary Ann Sundby

Pray for our Members, Friends,
Military Personnel
Friends of Zion
Barbara Byme
Bob Patterson
Bonnie Petersen
Chris Good
Coy McCustion
Diane Swager
Donna Haines
Donnie Richardson
Dorothy Bomberger
Fannie Beiler
Fred Richards
Jake Beiler
Janet Greene
Jasper Hart
John Curran
Kim Atkins
Margaret Kuester
Marie Aukamp
Savanah
Tim Weaver
Tony Sakellaris
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Service Personnel
*Jacob Heikkinen
(stateside)
*Steven Wasilewski
(stateside)
*Davey Engel
(stateside)
*Rob Devlin (stateside)
*Nick Chubb
*Matthew Green
(stateside)
Members of Zion
Adam Brown
Betty Eaton
Bill Snader
Chuck Rathey
Donna Richards
Elsie Harnish
Evelyn Brown
Greg Lemke
Harold Snader

Helen Brackbill
Jane Pebly
Jeanne Fackler
Jen Bixler
Jennie Roland
Joan Wagner
Josephine Miller
Judy Greiner
Keith Shetter
Mel Eby
Mary Eby
Paige Smucker
Pat Bunker
Russ Bomberger
Russ Wagner
Sharon Perreault
Sister Sandy Lehr
Tracy Lash

Zion Happenings For April 2016
Sunday

3
6:30 am Wake Up
Call Men’s Group

Monday

4

Tuesday

Wednesday

5
6:30 pm Praise
Practice

6
11:00 to 11:15 am
arrive at Dutch Apple
Dinner Theater Golden Zioneers

8 am Worship

7 pm Prayer Group

9:15 am FAITH
TANKK

7 pm Exercise Class

6:30 pm Worship in
Chapel

12
6:30 pm Praise
Practice

13

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
8 am - noon
Zion Work Day

7
7 pm Exercise
Class

8
7 pm Women’s
Book Study Group

9
8 am - noon
Zion Work Day

14
7 pm Exercise
Class

15
5:55 pm Leola
Community Dinner
hosted by Zion.

16
7:30 am - 4:30
pm Preteens
trip to Heifer
International

21
7 pm Exercise
Class

22
7 pm Women’s
Book Study Group

23

29
All day Synod
Event at Zion

30
All day Synod
Event at Zion

10:30 am Worship

10
6:30 am Wake Up
Call Men’s Group
8 am Worship

11
6:30 pm Council
Meeting
Rescheduled!

9:15 am FAITH
TANKK

7 pm Mutual
Ministry Meeting

10:30 am Worship

7 pm Exercise Class

5-7 pm Youth
Group Meeting
(grades 7-12)
17
6:30 am Wake Up
Call Men’s Group

7 pm Prayer Group
Meeting

18
4 pm Finance
Meeting

8 am Worship

9 am Clothing Bank
work day for seniors
9:30 am Women’s
Book Study Group
6:30 pm Worship in
Chapel

20
6:30 pm Worship in
Chapel

19
6:30 pm Praise
Practice
7 pm Prayer Group
Meeting

9:15 am FAITH
TANKK

7 pm Worship
Planning Meeting

7 pm Exercise Class

10:30 am Worship

24
6:30 am Wake Up
Call Men’s Group
8 am Worship
9:15 am FAITH
TANKK
10:30 am Worship

25

26
6:30 pm Praise
Practice

27
9 am Clothing Bank
work day for seniors

28
7 pm Exercise
Class

7 pm Prayer Group
Meeting

6:30 pm Worship in
Chapel

All day Synod
Event at Zion

7 pm Exercise Class

9:30 am Women’s
Book Study Group

5-7 pm Youth
Group Meeting
(grades 7-12)
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
18 QUARRY ROAD
LEOLA PA 17540
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
www.zionleola.org
Email: zion@zionleola.org

Worship Services

Traditional Service, Sundays at 8 a.m.
Contemporary Service, Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Traditional Service, Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Communion is offered at each service.

We gather to grow; we live to serve!
Staff

Rev. Newell W. Embley, III, Pastor
pastor@zionleola.org				
Sue Orth, Director of Outreach & Youth Ministry
sueo@zionleola.org		
			

Paula McQuate, Secretary
paulam@zionleola.org

			

Carol Chilcoat, Coordinator of Volunteers
carolgchil@gmail.com
		

Forest Troyer, Custodian
Becky Rairigh, 8 a.m. Organist
Tracy Lash, 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Music Leader

Bob Gates
Ryan Stevens
Jeff Wasilewski

Leadership
Luke Harris			Church Treasurer
Norman Weaver			
Assistant Treasurer
Bob Wilson			Payroll
Bill Matthews			Property
Mike Proch		
Cemetery
Luke Harris			
Stewardship Committee
Sue Orth			
Christian Education
Lorraine Smoker			
Social Ministry
Patty Jackson, Nadine Gladfelter Library
Cathy Wasilewski			Mutual Ministry
Brian Good			
Financial Secretary
Kelly Beitzel			
Altar Guild
Bob Gates			
Worship Planning
Bob Gates & Del Bard		
Building Coordinators
Kathy Raffensperger		
Zion Archivist

Council

Council President
Council Vice President
Council Secretary

Tayler Moyer, Luke Harris, Bob Gates,
Martha Lefever, Jackie Heise

Zion Lutheran Church
18 Quarry Road, Leola, PA 17540
717-656-9200
zion@zionleola.org
www.zionleola.org

